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question of resurrection, but of delayed death. From the

viewpoint of pure physiology, however, it is a stupendous
work, and one cannot but admire the sagacity and patience
displayed by Dr. Carrel.

For Plithisical Cough.
At the Soci6t6 d’&Eacute;tudes Scientifiques contre la Tuberculose

Dr. Louis Renon said recently that the action, either separ-
ately or in combination, of peronine (benzyl-morphine-hydro-
chloride), thebaine (paramorphine), narceine, papaverine,
and helenin could be advantageously made use of in

phthisical cough. If the therapeutic effect of these sub-
stances separately, he said, was well known, the same was
not true of them when administered in combination, which
method did not merely add to their effects but rather
modified them, and often multiplied their therapeutic action.
Thebaine and helenin were indispensable in the combina-
tions because of the tonic and excitant action of the
thebaine on respiration and circulation, and of the special
action of helenin on the cough and of its slightly stimulant
effect on the organism. Among the numerous combinations
of these different substances many could be recommended,
but that which Dr. Renon found to give the best results was
a mixture of peronine and thebaine, one centigramme of
each, with two centigrammes of helenin in one pilule or
wafer, containing in addition ten centigrammes of sugar of
milk. Two such pilules or two cachets were given daily at
an interval of five hours or less.
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BERLIN.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Sick Clubs and the Medical Profession.
IN THE LANCET of Jan. 4th it was mentioned in this Icolumn that the Secretary of State for the Interior had

arranged a meeting of representatives of the medical pro-
fession and of the directors of sick clubs respectively to be
held for the purpose of settling the terms of an agreement
between both parties. The immediate result was that the
committee of the Leipziger Verband-the great fighting
union of the medical profession-has informed the Secretary
that it would only take part in the meeting when invita-
tion sent to the so-called Reichsverband Deutscher Aerzte
was withdrawn. The Reichsverband is a small combination of
medical men who are opposed to anything of the nature of
medical unionism in general and the free choice system in par-
ticular. The members have on numerous occasions attempted
to hinder the work of the Leipziger Verband by canvassing
for vacant appointments against which the latter had
warned intending applicants on account of the insufficiency
of the remuneration, and also by procuring medical officers
for the clubs whilst a strike of the profession was in pro-
gress. The Secretary answered that the proposed meeting
would be an informal one, which would not decide any
question, but would merely enable the various parties to
become acquainted with each other’s views, and for this
reason he was of opinion that representatives of every
medical combination ought to take part in it. The
committee of the Leipziger Verband thereupon declined to ’
send delegates to the meeting. This abstention of the

Leipziger Verband, which represents the great majority of
medical men in Germany, will probably cause the meeting
to be abandoned. The medical journals rightly call attention 
to the singular action of the Government, which would
allow an agreement between 25,000 medical men and the
clubs to come to an end only for the purpose of upholding (
the interests of a small association which consists of at 
most 150 members and which hopes to gain a certain kind 
of popularity by hindering the work of the militant organisa- (
tion of the profession. j

Foreign Medical Study in German Universities. 
Some sensation has been caused by announcements in the 1

daily newspapers and medical journals to the effect that the 1
medical students of the University of Halle were refusing to 
attend certain clinical lectures as a protest against the over- t

crowding at these lectures by foreign students. The repre- c

sentatives of the German students have informed interviewers t
that the number of foreign medical students has increased to f
such an extent that at present more than a third of all the t
medical students are foreigners. Many of them who come t
L um distant places do not leave the town during the vacations, .

as nearly all the German students do ; they are, therefore,
registered at an early date and so get better places in
the lecture-rooms and clinics than the German students,
who usually make their appearance just before the

beginning of the term. Moreover, a great many of
these students do not know enough German to be able to
answer the questions put to them during the practical
exercises and the examination of cases, so that they hinder
the clinical work. A petition complaining of these con-

ditions was addressed to the medical faculty early in the
spring of last year, but no answer had been received, so that
the students some days before the Christmas vacation
decided to absent themselves from the lectures, which on a
certain day were attended by the foreign students only, and
were accordingly discontinued. This voluntary interruption
of their studies is confined to the students of the so-called
clinical semesters and does not affect the students of the
first semesters, among whom the foreign invasion is not such
a burning question. The students of the University of Halle
have also invited the students of the other universities to follow
their example, and this has been done in Leipzig, Marburg,
Giessen, and Heidelberg. The students are also desirous
that foreigners should be admitted to the clinics under the
same regulations as German students-i.e., after having
passed an examination in anatomy, physiology, and natural
sciences, the so-called "examen physicum," instead of
being admitted without an examination, as has been the
case hitherto. If this examination were made obligatory,
those who did not pass it would not be allowed to attend
the clinical lectures, and the great rush to the clinic3 would
thereby be diminished. The Government has not yet given
any decision in the matter. It must be remarked that the great
majority of the foreigners studying medicine in Germany
are Russian Jews. The Russian Government admits only a
very limited number of Jews to the University, 5 per cent.
being the maximum allowed by the regulations. It is,
therefore, not surprising that would-be students who are
debarred from receiving medical instruction in their native
country should emigrate to foreign cities, especially those of
the neighbouring countries of Germany and Austria, where
they form a compact mass in every university. The

majority of them are very poor and have a standard of

living far below that of the average German student.
A meeting of delegates of the German medical faculties
has taken place in Halle and has petitioned the German
Government to negotiate with the Russian Government
for the purpose of removing the restrictions concerning
Jewish students so that they should no longer be com-
pelled to come in great numbers to Germany, but could
receive their medical training at home. This seems very
reasonable and would at once settle all the difficulties,
because the number of other foreign students apart from the
Russian Jews is comparatively small. It is, however, very
doubtful whether the German Government will consent to
approach the Russian Government in a question which is

essentially a matter of internal politics. And if the
German Government did make a representation on the
matter it is doubtful whether the Russian Government
would be inclined to relax the severe restrictions imposed
on the Russian Jews.

Electrical Treatment of Obesity.
Dr. Nagelschmidt lately read a paper before the Berlin

Medical Society on a method of reducing obesity. He

pointed out that artificial underfeeding alone was not

sufficient, but that this must be combined with increased
muscular work. Many obese persons, however, were not
only disinclined to exert themselves, but had hardly the
bodily strength necessary to exercise their muscles properly.
This was especially the case when the patients suffered from
cardiac diseases and asthma. A French physician has there-
fore advised the application of electricity in the form of the
faradic current to produce contractions of the muscles with
little exertion on the part of the patients. Dr. Nagelschmidt
has now found that by using the alternating current the
same muscular work was performed with less exertion for
the patients. He showed an apparatus for the application
of the alternating current to a large part of the surface of
the body, and he said that the current might be continued
for about an hour without any ill-effect to the patient, while
the decrease of weight was from 200 to 800 grammes each
time that the treatment was employed.
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